
        September 21, 2022 

 

To the members of the Bronxville Zoning Board, 

We are writing to express our concern about the requested variance for a fence and play gym by our 

neighbors at 1 Governors Road. We live at 20 Avon Road, at the corner of Plateau Circle West, and 

diagonally across the street from the Edsall’s.  Our front yard and their play gym and fence in their front 

yard both face Avon Road.  

In April, we first saw the Edsalls had put up a fence and then a play gym.  There have only been a small 

handful of instances in the 30 years we’ve lived here where we’ve seen a structure erected on a 

Bronxville property that we felt was so inappropriate in location, and prominence and that so negatively 

affected the surrounding environment. We felt discomfort about the intrusiveness every time we left 

our house. Many friends who passed by on daily walks, also noticed the fence and play gym and 

commented to us about the inappropriate location, color and mass.  And so, in mid-April, we reached 

out to Village Hall with questions. We learned that the Edsalls had put up their structures without going 

through the necessary zoning procedure. Paul Taft assured us there was a process in place and that 

through this process the village would be in contact with the Edsalls and there would be resolution. As 

time passed, we had conversations with other neighbors and also with Robert and Caitlin Edsall, who 

came to our door to discuss the issue. 

We wanted to summarize our thoughts regarding the potential resolution. 

1. Our zoning rules do not allow play gyms in front yards for a good reason. These structures, if 

wrong in scale and location, can disrupt the quality of living experience for nearby neighbors 

and others in Bronxville because of noise, safety, view, aesthetic, change of character of a 

neighborhood and inappropriate purposing of space. We feel the Edsall’s play gym structure 

falls in that category. 

2. Many houses, including ours and the Edsall’s, are on corner, sloped properties with little or no 

backyard. We love the houses we’ve chosen but we know that buying a house without level 

property means there will be limitations. Not every property has an acceptable space for a play 

gym. Our own yard did not, even though we did desire one. Just because you want something 

badly doesn’t mean your property can support it. 

3. We are sympathetic to the Edsalls wanting swings and climbing structures for their children. But 

there are good alternatives. Sagamore park is wonderful for small children and only a couple 

minute walk away. There are also swings and climbing gyms at the school. 

4. Every one of the Edsall’s surrounding neighbors has raised or is raising small children in these 

homes. To assume those of us around them expressing concern, can’t relate to their feelings 

simply because our children are grown, is unfair.  We still know all the feelings of parenthood, 

the drive to want to give them all the best. We can both understand why the Edsalls feel the 

play gym benefits them and be sympathetic as parents to their desire to have one in their yard, 

yet still feel it isn’t appropriate on their property. It’s big, it’s very close to the front edge of their 

property and the road, and the height, form and color prevent it from blending into the 

environment. Their decision to place it there, potentially negatively affects the living experience 

of many of us around them. For us, this feeling of concern would be true, whether our kids were 



still five or now twenty-five.  We don’t feel it is reasonable to use the argument that because the 

Edsalls currently have small children, that their needs or desires trump them adhering to the 

very important Village zoning standards, which are in place specifically to insure a positive living 

experience for everyone here in our unique village. Nor should their needs as a family with small 

children trump the needs of other homeowners nearby who might not have small children. 

5.  The Edsalls did plant some Arborvitae trees and paint the top of the play gym green.  We 

believe this was their good faith attempt to address some of the concerns expressed by the 

neighbors and to try to be persuasive when addressing the zoning committee. Although their 

investment in these trees, after learning they had not gained the required village approval to 

even erect their structures, and then prior to gaining a required variance, might not have been 

advised. The trees do help to mask the scale and intrusiveness of their play gym and fence, 

though not totally blocking the play gym. The Edsalls incorrectly state that the entire structure is 

hidden by the trees, please see attached pictures on the bottom pages. One picture with the up- 

close stop sign is taken at 5’5” eye level at the very corner of Avon and Plateau Circle West and 

other photo with a passing car was taken standing on my front sidewalk. Once fall comes, and 

leaves fall off trees, we expect that we will see even more of the structure from our hillside 

house. The bigger issue here though, is that their compromise solution does not carry enough 

probability of permanence. If the Edsall’s watering system is inadequate, we have a harsh 

winter, a drought, or if they move, the trees may not thrive and will not be a block. And their 

very large, orange and green play gym structure without any block or even only partially 

blocked, whether today or five years from today, seems unacceptable. If the variance is granted 

only because of the trees, how can the Zoning board guarantee that the circumstances remain 

indefinitely as approved and that the trees are maintained adequately by current and all future 

homeowners of 1 Governors Road?  

Thank you very much for consideration of our input. 

Irene and Robert McNamara 

20 Avon Road, Bronxville 



 



 


