
MAYOR SCOLUMN

AsSpringapproaches it isnottooearlytoconsider alternativemethodsto
careforyourlawnandshrubsduringthecomingseason Asmore
evidencepointstotheadverseeffectsonhumanhealthandthe
environmentposedbysyntheticpesticides thereisincreasing interestin
chemicalfreelawncare Iurgeyoutoexplorethechemicalfree
alternativesandifyouplantoemployalandscaper nowisthetimeto
discussproductuseonyourproperty

Americans apply80millionpoundsofpesticidesannuallyatacostof 2
billionanduseisincreasing annually Manyofthepesticidesusedsince
theirpopularitybeganinthe1960sareonlynowbeingtestedfortoxicity
andchemicalsbannedinothercountriesarestillinuseintheUnitedStates

Ofparticularconcernareouryoungchildren Duetotheirbehavior
childrenarealsouniquelyvulnerabletopesticideexposure Childrenspend
moretimeinplaygrounds playingonthegrassandoutdoorsingeneral
Lawnpesticidescan remainonthegrasslongafterthelittleyellowwarning
flags areremoved Thepesticidecanbeinhaled absorbedthroughthe
skin carriedhomeonthesolesofshoesandinadvertentlyingestedwhen
childrenputunwashedhandsintheirmouths

Ifahomeownerortheirlawncareprofessionalchooses tospraychemicals
onalawn itisimportant tonotifyneighborssothatwindows canbe
closedandanimalsandtoysbroughtinside

Whentransitioningfromchemical lawncaretoorganicproducts thefirst
stepistohavethesoiltested Becauseofyearsofpesticideuse beneficial
organismsthatprovidednaturalpestcontrol soilaerationandplant
nutritionhavebeendepletedordestroyed Torebuild soil naturallawn
programs needtoincludeaeration compostapplications seedingwith
grasses bestsuitedtoourarea andapplicationsoforganicfertilizer



Other tipstomaintainahealthy naturallawnincludemowingthegrass
highto twoorthreeinches whichpromotesthegrowthofstrongermore
viableturf Wateringdeeplyintothesoilintheearlymorninghoursisalso
asuggestedpractice Thisencouragesdeeprootgrowthcreatingheartier
plantsthataremoredroughtresistant Organicfertilizersshouldbe
applied intheFalland Spring Also overseedingorre seedingintheearly
Fallbuildsstrongerturfwhichisultimatelythemosteffective weed
control Propertyownershadbeautifullawnsinthe1950swhenno
chemicalswereappliedtothesoil

Nowisthetimetospeakwithyour landscapersohecanorderthe
appropriateproducts

Thisyear WestchesterCountyresidentshavemanymorenatural lawn care
solutionsavailable thankstotheGrassrootsHealthyLawnProgram ajoint
initiativeoftheCountyandGrassrootsEnvironmentalEducation For a
listoflandscapersofferingnaturallawncareprogramsandretailers
carryingnaturallawncareproducts visittheprogramwebsiteat
wwwgrassrootsinfoorgorcalltheprogramofficeat 914 7222141

Otherwebsiteswithextensive informationaboutorganiclawn careinclude
wwworganiclandcarenetandwwwlivinglawnorg

Inanefforttoleadbyexample theVillagewilluseonlynatural non
chemicalproductsonallpublicopenspace Adecisiontostopusing
pesticides benefitsnotonlyonesimmediatefamilybutneighbors petsand
wildlifethroughouttheVillage


