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September 19, 2005 E:-‘..“:‘z»‘n;i ELDING DEPT,

Vincent Pini, P.E
Village Engineer
Village of Bronxville
200 Pandfield Road
Bronxville, NY 10708

Deag Mr. Pici;

Metro-North has reviewed tha DETS on tha abave project and is providing the following
comme;its.

TORMWATER [ //]. 4)

Dn the west side of Kensington Road, at shout the midpoint of the praposed
development, them ix a catoh hagin that conveys stormwater from Kensington Road
westward beaeath the existing parking lot aad to an aitfall on the east side of Metro-
North's Hatlem Line tracks. There is 8 siyigle cuteh hasin in the parking lot that is alse
tied into this Jine. Thus, this arrangemens draing buth Kensington Road and the parking
lot to the apposite ¢ida of the railroad right of way.

In one of Metro-North’s early meetings with the developer, the developar’s engineers

. made it clear that they did not weart this piping to rxo through or beneath the proposed
structuze, Metro-North appreciated this concern, and werked with the developer to find
an altenative route with the understaading that Metro-North would not find a solution
that resulted in discharge of Village stounwater onto the Metro-North vight of way

acceptable.

At & site meeting with the developer’s enzineers on August 6, 2004, a means far
achieving barh parties’ eads was idearified. This solution invelved the construction of &
subtermgean ratention basm. However, &t 3 subsequens site meeting it was determined
that this schemne was uot feasible because the only available space for the retention basm
is occupied by numerous electrical cables that tie into the adjaceat traction power
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substation. As an altemative, the developer proposed to route the storm line further
north, around ths noyth side of the xubstanion, and tecoinate it adjacent ta the tracks,
conneoting it to a long lmpth of perforated pipe that wounld be buried in a rock-filled
wench noming northerard along the east side of the tracke. The intent of such a swale is
to allow storm water ta pass from the pipe into the rock-lined trench and to further
percolate into the guryotmding soil. While we appreciate the developer’s effort thus far to
develop 2 feasible solution, Metro-Narth does not belicve that this system will be
effective installed in the proposed location. At this point on the railroed, the tracks pass
through a cut with very little space on the sast side of the most easterly track and a steep
embunkment risig up to the east. As such, there is nawhere for the water o flow to tie
east, leading to a concerm is that the tranch would fill with water, which would then
ingundats the track to the immediate west.

The storm drain in issue was fnstalled by thie Village of Branxville or its predecessor.
Although Metro-North and the developer intend to continue to wark cooperatively jn
identifying a solution that is beaeficial to all parties (Metro-North, the developer, the
Village snd the famre occupants of The Kensiogton), it appears necessary to enlist the
assistance of the Villsge in sceldng an acoeptable solution. As discussed in recent
months with the developer’s engineers end with the Village Engioeer, Metro-North
believes that the best approach would be to pipe the storm water beneath the rajlraad
right of way and tie it into the storm drainage ax the west side of the tracks that leads to
the Bropx River. If such an option does niot exist or is otherwise not feasible, then we
believe that the only other means wauld be connecting the stormwater flow to the
Village's storm draixage on the east side of the tracks ar tha vicinity of Kensington and
Sagamnare.

In summary, Metro-North quastions whether the drainage scheame depicted in the DEIS
will sufficiently protect the railroad oght of way during storm events, and requests that
the Village join with Motro-North and the developer to find a feasible means of
conuecting this storm drainage to the Village of Rromxville's storm water system.

- BLASTING

If blasting is performued for construction of the development, it will be the closest blasting
by a third party has ever taken place near the Metra-Narth railroad right of way. Metro-
North will need to be given sufficient time to review the written blasting plan, and this
plan will peed to be developed in & maroer that is well coordinated with Metrn-Narth’s
train schedule.

NORTHBOUND PLATFORM

There is a reference on Page IV-5 of the DEIS in the Significant Adverse Impacis That
Cannot be Avoided section that states that “Proposed protection work will include olosing
the narthbound platform adjacent to the development sito for the duration of the
constrwction”, A full closure of the vorthbeund platform is not passible. In addirion,
even a temparary cloywe of vnly a portion of the pladomm cannot occur without Metro-



North permissior. Consultation with Motm-Nurth must take place on this issue to asstire
that the construction results in no or mly miner impact on Metra-Narth nsers,

DRAWINGS

Metra-Narth realizes that full-size drawings may uot be available yet, but asks thar they
be promptly provided with such drawings as they are developed.

Thaok yuu for the epportunity to comment on this project.

Very traly yours,

Koo ol

Xaren L. Timko, Bsq
Ditectar, Envnnnmaml Cormplianee and Services



